ROAD TRAFFIC 669

8,—Provincial Revenues from the Taiatlon of the Distribution and Operation of
Motor Vehleles, calendar years 1336 and 1937,

Nore.—3ee the headnote to Table 7.
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t Included with **Miscellangous'". # Tax not applicable, 4 Incompleto figure, see footnote 1.

Section 4.—Road Traffic.

Up to the present the motor vehicle has affected passenger traffic more than
freight traffic of the steam and electric railways. This diversion of passenger
traffic has been effected largely by the private automobile, although the mator bus
is rapidly becoming more important and now operates between all large centres.
The motor truck alsc carries a considerable amount of freight, although no statistics
showing the tonnage handled are as yet available. The difficulties of collecting
statistics from the very large number of unorganized operators concerned are
obvious.

Widely differing opinions are held regarding the extent to which the motor
vehicle has cut into railway traffic.* A definite conclusion cannot be reached until
reliable statistics regarding motor vehicle traffic are available. While undoubtedly
the passenger motor vehicle now carries a certain amount of passenger traffic which
would otherwise be carried by steam or electric railways, the error should be avoided

* Counsel for the railways belore the Transport Committes of the Senate of Canada in 1838 presented
ar uments showing & aerious loss of revenue by the railwaya from motor vehiele competition. On the
er hand, in Aulomobile Facts and Figures, 1938, publlshec g the Automobile Manulacturers’ Aasocia-
t:on estimates of railway and motor traffic are given which, in the field of freight moyement, rather
the ses of the motor truck competition, if conditions of motor traffic in Canada may be

assumed to be similar to thosa of the United States.




